Long-term asymptomatic biochemical cholestasis after fulminant or subfulminant liver failure is associated with extensive postnecrotic collapse with regeneration of the liver.
Fulminant or subfulminant liver failure usually leads to liver failure or to recovery. In rare instances, patients who recover exhibit prolonged asymptomatic biochemical cholestasis which coincides with the development into the parenchyma of large postnecrotic collapse with regeneration. This hitherto poorly recognized form of recovery may now be assessed by noninvasive techniques such as magnetic resonance imaging. We report the case of three patients who recovered from fulminant or subfulminant liver failure and in whom investigation of long-term biochemical cholestasis led to that unusual diagnosis.